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Colons DIFFICULTY: 

Hint box!

1. Tick one box to show which sentence has used a colon correctly. 

2. Rewrite the sentences placing the colon in the correct place. 

Colons can be used to start a list. 
Remember! A colon can only be used after a main clause – it must make sense on its own.

Example: 

I have many favourite bands: Little Mix, Take That and One Direction.  

My sandwich has: cheese, pickle and salad.

My sandwich: has cheese, pickle and salad.

My sandwich has many ingredients: cheese, pickle and salad.

My sandwich has many ingredients cheese: pickle and salad.

a) Jemma liked to watch any Disney film The Lion King, Cinderella or Bambi. 

b) My handbag held the following items a pencil case my purse and my keys. 

c) There were many different activities available on the residential rock climbing, abseiling and kayaking. 



Challenge!

Finish this sentence with a suitable list.
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Colons DIFFICULTY: 

3. Underline the main clause in these sentences. 

d) James had many favourite footballers Ronaldo, Messi and Bale. 

a) He had lost everything in the burglary: his computer, his family photographs and all his clothes. 

b) Lucy played many different musical instruments: the recorder, the guitar and the piano. 

c) There are many mountains in the United Kingdom: Ben Nevis, Snowdon and Scafell Pike. 

Jemima hated insects: , and .
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Hint box!

1. Tick one box to show which sentence has used a colon correctly. 

2. Rewrite the sentences placing the colon in the correct place. 

Colons can be used to start a list. 
Remember! A colon can only be used after a main clause – it must make sense on its own.

Example: 

I have many favourite bands: Little Mix, Take That and One Direction.  

My sandwich has: cheese, pickle and salad.

My sandwich: has cheese, pickle and salad.

My sandwich has many ingredients: cheese, pickle and salad.

My sandwich has many ingredients cheese: pickle and salad.

a) Jemma liked to watch any Disney film The Lion King, Cinderella or Bambi. 

b) My handbag held the following items a pencil case my purse and my keys. 

c) There were many different activities available on the residential rock climbing, abseiling and kayaking. 

Jemma liked to watch any Disney film: The Lion King, Cinderella or Bambi. 

My handbag held the following items: a pencil case my purse and my keys. 

There were many different activities available on the residential: rock climbing, abseiling 

and kayaking.  



Challenge!

Finish this sentence with a suitable list.
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Colons DIFFICULTY: 

3. Underline the main clause in these sentences. 

d) James had many favourite footballers Ronaldo, Messi and Bale. 

a) He had lost everything in the burglary: his computer, his family photographs and all his clothes. 

b) Lucy played many different musical instruments: the recorder, the guitar and the piano. 

c) There are many mountains in the United Kingdom: Ben Nevis, Snowdon and Scafell Pike. 

Jemima hated insects: , and .

James had many favourite footballers: Ronaldo, Messi and Bale. 

ANSWERS MAY VARY.

ants beetles wasps


